
by Caitlin Koval 

My dad’s name is Chip Koval, and I am proud of everything that he has been able to

accomplish throughout the years as a volunteer and board member of GROW-HUB. He

has helped our company grow in multiple ways. For instance, this year he made a

brand-new sign to go in front of the entrance to the facility. My father has assisted

with such things as building a stage in front of the art classroom for when we have

events. Some of the events that we host have bands that perform for everyone that

comes out. Before the stage was built in front of the art classroom, the bands had

absolutely no shade. The bands would have to play their music on the side, and they

would have to stand or sit in chairs that were out in the dirt somewhere. In addition,

my dad helped to fix some of the issues that were happening in the bathrooms. 

(continued on page 2)
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My Dad is the Best Ever!

BLOOMING NEWS

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

M Y  D A D  I S  T H E  B E S T

G R O W

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

O C T O B E R  I S  N D E A M

G R O W I N G  R E A L  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  T O  W O R K  –  H A R V E S T  O F  U R B A N  B U S I N E S S ,  I N C .  
N U R S E R Y  L O C A T I O N :  2 9 0 0  N E  8 T H  A V E N U E

M A I L I N G  A D D R E S S :  9 2 0 0  N W  3 9 T H  A V E N U E ,  S U I T E  #  1 3 0 - 6 2
G A I N E S V I L L E  F L  3 2 6 0 6

G R O W - H U B . O R G



P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H
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(Continued from page 1)

He installed fans on the porch of

the art gallery to assist with

keeping everybody cool in the

summertime heat. My dad also

volunteers at all of GROWHUB’s

Pop-Up events by handing out beer

to customers who want one. He tries

to help out wherever he’s needed

and we commend him for that. I

think my dad is awesome!

Caitlin Koval

October is known as National Disability

Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM).

Because the month of October is known as

National Disability Employment Awareness

Month, it allows the general population to be

educated about the different struggles that

individuals with disabilities face in the

workplace. Moreover, it gives employers the

opportunity to learn about what it takes to

become much more inclusive in their hiring

practices. What can employers do to make

their hiring practices so much more inclusive

for everybody? Regardless of whether or not

somebody has different disabilities, it is

important that the employer understands 

that everyone has something that they can

contribute at the workplace. For instance,

GROW-HUB is a not-for-profit company.

GROW-HUB is an inclusive work

environment that hires people who have

different disabilities and people who do not

have disabilities. There are currently sixteen

employees at the job site who have

developmental disabilities and six employees

without disabilities. Because GROW-HUB is

such an inclusive workplace, it provides

people with the encouragement that they need

in order to be a successful part of society.

October is NDEAM 

This fall, staff members Kyle and Caitlin

traveled to Tallahassee as representatives

for GROW HUB to accept the Exceptional

Employer Award at the 2023 Disability

Employment Awareness Celebration. They

both presented speeches, made wonderful

memories, and enjoyed meeting new people.
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GROW

Seedlings grown by the

GROW HUB Staff

Sarah and Katie 

celebrating NDEAM

Horizon Students

working on the

Friendship Garden at

GROW HUB.

G R O W - H U B  i s  a  n o t - f o r - p r o f i t  p l a n t  n u r s e r y  i n

G a i n e s v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a ,  a n d  i t  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  2 0 1 6 .

T h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  G R O W - H U B  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  p e o p l e

w h o  h a v e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  s k i l l s

t h a t  t h e y  n e e d  t o  e v e n t u a l l y  b e c o m e  e m p l o y e d .  A  l o t

o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s

t h a t  G R O W - H U B  s e r v e s  a r e  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s

w h o  h a v e  v e r y  l i m i t e d  j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o n c e  t h e y

g r a d u a t e  f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .  G R O W - H U B

p r o v i d e s  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t

h o r t i c u l t u r e  a n d  a l s o  a l l o w s  p e o p l e  t o  l e a r n  h o w  t o

w o r k  t o g e t h e r  a s  a  t e a m .  A  n e w  p r o g r a m  i n  C e d a r

R a p i d s ,  I o w a ,  c a l l e d  G R O W  a t  K a z i m o u r  F a r m  a n d

O r c h a r d ,  w a s  i n s p i r e d  b y  G R O W - H U B .  G R O W  a t

K a z i m o u r  F a r m  a n d  O r c h a r d  w a s  c o - f o u n d e d  b y  K i m

K a z i m o u r ,  a  b o a r d  m e m b e r  o f  G R O W  H U B ,  a n d  h e r

s i s t e r  K o r y ,  i n  C e d a r  R a p i d s ,  I o w a .   T h e  v i s i o n  w h e n

d e v e l o p i n g  G R O W  w a s  t o  b r i n g  t h e  s a m e

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  t h e  f a m i l y ’ s  f a r m  a n d  o r c h a r d  i n

s o u t h e a s t  C e d a r  R a p i d s  a s  G R O W  H U B  h a s  d o n e  i n

t h e  G a i n e s v i l l e  a r e a .  L i k e  G R O W  H U B ,  G R O W

p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  w o r k  w i t h  l a n d s c a p e  a n d  v e g e t a b l e

p l a n t  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  p l a n t i n g  s e e d s ,  a n d  t e n d i n g  p l a n t s

b y  w a t e r i n g ,  f e r t i l i z i n g ,  a n d  w e e d i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s

g r e e n h o u s e  a n d  t o o l  m a i n t e n a n c e .  A s  p l a n t s  m a t u r e ,

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  p r e p a r e  t h e m  f o r  s a l e  a n d  w o r k

w i t h  c u s t o m e r s  i n  r e t a i l  s a l e s .  T h e  w o r k e r s  a t

G R O W - H U B  w a n t  t o  w i s h  t h e  p e o p l e  a t  G R O W  a t

K a z i m o u r  F a r m  a n d  O r c h a r d  t h e  b e s t  o f  l u c k  f o r  t h e

f u t u r e  a s  t h e y  o v e r c o m e  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  t h e

b e g i n n i n g  s t a g e s  o f  t h e i r  p r o g r a m .  W e  u n d e r s t a n d

h o w  m u c h  o f  a  c h a l l e n g e  i t  c a n  b e  t o  s t a r t  a

b u s i n e s s  f r o m  t h e  g r o u n d  u p .  I f  y o u  b e l i e v e  i n

s o m e t h i n g  f o r  l o n g  e n o u g h ,  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  a  w a y  t o

m a k e  i t  h a p p e n .

.



P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

@GROW.HUB @GROWHUBGNV

O u r  N o v e m b e r  P o p - u p  s h o p  i s  

j u s t  a r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r !  B r i n g  

y o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y  o u t  f o r

t h i s  f r e e  e v e n t  t o  e n j o y  o u r

b e a u t i f u l  p r o p e r t y  h e r e  a t  G r o w

H u b .  W e ' l l  h a v e  l i v e  m u s i c  f r o m

T h e  F r o n t  P o r c h  B a c k s t e p p e r s ,

f o o d  f r o m  S t u b b i e ' s  S a u s a g e s ,

a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  k i d s  h o s t e d  b y

T h e  R e p u r p o s e  P r o j e c t ,  h u n d r e d s

o f  p l a n t s  f o r  s a l e ,  a n d  h a n d m a d e

g o o d s  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  1 5 +  v e n d o r s .  

W e  h o p e  t o  s e e  y o u  t h e r e !
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Upcoming events
November Pop Up Shop

Follow us on social
media for more news,
stories, and updates!

J o i n  u s  f o r  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f

F l o r i d a ’ s  h e r i t a g e  c r o p s ,  a r t ,  a n d

c u l t u r e .  L e a r n  h o w  t o  g r o w  a n d

c o o k  n u t r i t i o n a l l y  d e n s e ,  l o c a l l y -

g r o w n  c r o p s .  L e a r n  n e w  r e c i p e s

a n d  c o o k i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .  B u y  c r o p s

g r o w n  b y  l o c a l  f a r m e r s .  J o i n  U F

I F A S  e x t e n s i o n  a g e n t s  t o  l e a r n

t i p s  o n  h o w  t o  g r o w  t h e s e  c r o p s  

i n  y o u r  o w n  b a c k y a r d  o r  f a r m .

D i s c o v e r  t h e  r i c h  c u l t u r e  a n d

h i s t o r y  o f  F l o r i d a  h e r i t a g e  c r o p s .  

Crops and Colors Festival

Celebrate Generosity!
Giving Tuesday is Nov 28th.


